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Sharing Our Interests

In some important ways, “Q” is 
about relationships . . . 
• Who are you?

and finding patterns and themes in 
those relationships.  
• What do you want to walk away 

with from this session?



What is Q Methodology?

Identified as the “best-
developed paradigm for 
the investigation of human 

subjectivity” (Dryzek & 
Holmes, 2002, p. 20).

“Provides researchers a 
systematic and rigorously 

quantitative means for 
examining human 

subjectivity” (McKeown & 
Thomas, 1988)

A “whole” methodology with 
distinct techniques, 

procedures, processes, and 
epistemological assumptions

Qualiquantological
(Stenner & Stainton

Rogers, 2004)

Often Misunderstood, 
Misapprehended, and 

Misrepresented



What Can “Q” Do For You

 When fully employed (methodologically), honors the 
subjectivity of participants throughout the research 
process: construction of the instrument (Q sample), 
data collection, data analysis

 Allow for the identification of distinct viewpoints 
that would be “buried in the mean scores” of more 
traditional survey data
 Allows for otherwise marginalized views to arise

 Requires a relatively small person sample size (P 
set)

 Is user-friendly (statistical support)



Why “Q”?: Constructs of Education, Development   
and Methodological Fit

• “Loads the dice in favor” of participant 
subjectivity 

• Does not impose a priori assumptions, 
definitions, meanings

Phenomenological 
nature of educational 
and dvlp processes

• Operationalizes social justice within the 
research context

• A “marginalized methodology for studying 
marginalized populations

Social justice and 
equity emphases

• “Research instrument” often developed from 
naturalistic sample of a communication 
concourse

• Resultant factors are comprised of shared 
perspectives

Social constructionist



Q Methodology Overview Illustrated

Leeds Metropolitan Quick Q 
Animation

 Link: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0AejeH6jw2c&l
ist=PLFKu0j9dWNQz8vM6TLMkBbtWp0-SuyOb6

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0AejeH6jw2c&list=PLFKu0j9dWNQz8vM6TLMkBbtWp0-SuyOb6


Q Overview: Phase 1

CREATE THE Q SAMPLE (from the CONCOURSE)
1.Compile statements reflecting opinions, attitudes, viewpoints, or 
perceptions around a topic

 How many? When to stop? Saturation. Usability. 
Representativeness

2.“Sculpt” those statements into the research instrument (Q sample)
 Reduce through combining same, similar or overlapping content; 

eliminating impertinent statements or outlandish outliers 
 At the same time, make sure that the widest span of viewpoints 

are represented
3.Pilot the research instrument

 For content validity and readability



Phase 1: LET’S BUILD A Q SAMPLE!

GENERATING THE CONCOURSE (NATURALISTICALLY)

“What are classroom 
behaviors/practices/strategies that you 
believe are culturally responsive?”

1.Please list and briefly describe up to 5.
2.Share with partners (and consolidate)
3.Compile collectively



Let’s Perform Q Sorts!

Least culturally responsove Most culturally responsive

-2 -1 0 +1 +2

•Sort our 12 Q Sample statements 
(practices/behaviors/strategies)
“What are the most culturally responsive 
classroom behaviors/practices/strategies?”



Reflecting on Q Methodology

What was the 
experience like 

as a participant?

What 
methodological 
questions arose?

What pragmatic 
concerns 
surfaced?

What resources 
can we help you 

identify?



Online Data Collection

Link from:
Positionality and Subjectivity in Black and White: Teacher 
Views of Pedagogical Practices that Best Support African 
American Students (McGill and Janson, 2018)

http://edutrope.phpwebhosting.com/Flashq-CRP/

http://edutrope.phpwebhosting.com/Flashq-CRP/


Q Sample & Factor Arrays



Resources

 Dedicated online resources:

 http://qmethod.org/about
 http://www.qmethodology.net/http:/
 http://facstaff.uww.edu/cottlec/QArchive/Bps.htm

 Online listserv Q community:

 https://listserv.kent.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A0=Q-METHOD
 Data collection tools:

 http://www.hackert.biz/flashq/home/
 http://q-assessor.com/

 Data analysis software:
 http://www.lrz.de/~schmolck/qmethod/

http://qmethod.org/about
http://www.qmethodology.net/http:/
http://facstaff.uww.edu/cottlec/QArchive/Bps.htm
https://listserv.kent.edu/cgi-bin/wa.exe?A0=Q-METHOD
http://www.hackert.biz/flashq/home/
http://q-assessor.com/
http://www.lrz.de/%7Eschmolck/qmethod/
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