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On that night last October when we left Camp Shenks, .
Tep Lo toaré & boet In Mew Yorl: Horbor there was much time for
thought on the tr:im, the ferry, aad at the wharf, Some of the
fellows Toreced eonversstlon end tried to make Jowes Tut most
of the tire they were slleni. I rerember some 08 the thouzhts
that wore ruming through my nind. I wes Inwerdly clad that
T had gsotten 8ll of my men pesses to New York €ity every night
of the two weeks we were &t Shanks lnstead of every second or
third nizhte as most units 4did, end was satlisflied thet I had
done the richt thing in letiing one of the egents cpend most
of bis time with his wife who lived in the Pig city. 1 lis~
tened to those sround me, sew the look on theélr faces and
realized how deeply snd unifoymly they loved sumerica snd felt
that most of them weré sacrificing a great deal to "e In the
grgy end to vake this tpip--for more than T wase

I rememier turnil ovcr in pmy nind the rcasens for war
and the cause of our ¢ into the army and far sway. Cone
cluged that the men who m our natlion's forolgn affeirs and
éipiomecy have indeed & responslibility of sreet amsnitude
thet thelr success or feilure affecta the lives of each end
every ane of the people. Ihe soldlers around me seemefoto
represent & cross section of Amerilca. Hone eppesred to Le
very enthusisstic aout the job shesd but ommuxe m—
ing thet each would do his parie

Averyputtymwedmcrm gh-z geve us esch &
dougbnut and a cup of coffee es we stepped on the cangpleniks
I seid bo myselfl et lust I've started on & great sdven=
turd-=1've aluays wanted to make & tour of Furppe. It
te painful end difficult but at least it will Ye interesti
Perleps i11il even have some. emim to tell uboutﬂ-that
_18 i I live to vecountt tm" ‘

L wes & disappoinhmnt not to get a chence to wave
moﬁ-bye to the Status of Liberty with tesr: in my eyes as
everyone does in the movies, but I'll he doubly sure to greet
the grend old ledy when I return. 'Twas during the wee small

hours of the morning when we pulled out, Tn the dim lisi of
muy. eloudy, misersble morning we faintly viewed & seg=
ment of the Jerasgy shore sinking into the hordzan. I thought
"irerice wes mighty good to me for tmpestqanrtuofa
centurye. It seems like such & short time. M. I can't
really be 25 years oldd"™ - .

"he next omlaofmhdmgg&bm The food was good
end as usual I hed a terrific appetite. Lidn't get & bit see=
sick but confess I took a flendish interest in watching those
whe 4i@ who had brageed that they were 1mune to such &
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childlsh ellment. There wes ome good storm when snother
ship in owr convoy came within ten feet of USe
Next to & womendd sewing circle, a troop transport is the
best menuffacturing plent and dlstributing agency for
rumorge. The only plece I dién't hesr we were going was
any port in the United Stotose

ne would think thet iife on a boall would be a very
simple tling to regulete wilh e minimmma of rules and reffu~
detionse On our Bhdp such wes not the case. We hed severs
&1 pages of mimeographed instructions every dsy. Some few
of the ™les srpesred very ressonsble snd necessary. mece
we slghted a convoy of over {ifty whsselas. The runor went
srouvnd that is was cerrying cur division S0P (Stencard :
- Operailing Proteedure fe. local unit rules and yésulations)e

e I beceme pretty well scqualnted with the ship's
cheplain, e South Cerolins presvyterism,; whom I tried te
persvede vo send his fifteen year old sonecto my alms maters
fie loaned me some books to reeds The one I enjoyed most
hed menty to me es béing 8 very good novels The church
services on the top deek were very impreseive.

All during the trip I slept an sverage of Stwelve hours
8 daye. I obtained some phrase boolz end sterted to studye
iit~le French and Cerman dbut with scent effort and 1liks
success. The rest of the time wes spent playing cards and
it was noted that my ability improved with e 1ittle practice,

| ¥hen we got off the boat we were told to follow the .
“troops in front of us. After walking sbout & helf & mife,
they piled Intoc some trucks and we A1d likewise mincling in
anong them.s After riding fifteen miles to the staging arca
found that this wes a special deteil to set up the divisjon
: ouarters and lay out the camp. Hverybody else including
the seven of us CIC agents were scheduled to march out the
full rifteen miles across country with ell of oub gear, Ve
quielty diseppeared and wont & mile or so toward towm end
helped the strs come stagrering In who no doubt womdere
od why we 1 d so freshe This is one of the mistakes I
made thet none of the agents have hlameddme for or complained
about, - x .

I will never forget the next weck when wo lived inm pup
tenta ot the staging cpem. It took me 2 couvle of ¢old misere
‘able nights to learn how to fold my blenkets so they wouldn't
pull apert and give me nightmeres of the North Polee
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‘The next weeok we steyed in Narseilles, did a2 little
tnvestizetive work for the local CI0, and generally becamo
sccuptomed to the people, customs and languape of Princoe

Cur first cese was to oven a safe the gestspo had
loft in lorseillese. We feared that 1% m'ght e hooby
trapped 80 we got a locksmith to open it. 4Llthoush we
told him what it wees he Aldn't seom & 11T perturbed. We
watched Nim wmark fraom behind the cornor of the wall to
the next offlice. After driliing so many holes in the safe
door that 1t looked like e piece of Rockfourt chceze, the
safe opened. %We rushed In, pounced on 1t end pulled out
two old newspepers and a full hottle of Lrandy whlch stated
on the lsbal ™ieserved for the Welwmacht®s The contents of
the botile were ezamrined and found not te be poimenocus.
Since then we heve had cases that have proved more productive
and #ore Intepesting but rome thet have been more exciting
at the tinmelsT Though 1t would appeay & logicasl thing to §o,
in our nine months over here we have never heardoff & case
vhere the Cermans booby trapped e safes

e Aemtnunmmammcmsm
for cigsrettes and caendys \ihén children six old oo .
less ®ould ask for olgaréttes I would say "Bu you are too
young Lo smoke™. Imverisbly the reply would come In a high
pitched plaintive veice, "Cigerette pour paps, 811l vous L
plait®, On one of those unusual occasions when the situation
mrmrsod‘loﬁm.a&xymoldboyaeimtubut
he refused evidentily holding out for chocolates ills mother
broke in end shdd “Go ebead. Teke it as 8 souvenir.® Itve
ofter wondered vhether she snatched it swey from him as I
'lmrmd my teck or walted *til I ma the cormers

I had first rath after only threc weels E\wapc-
dne of the fellows Tound thet & bese sectlion ocutfit had a
‘r»nth unit in & bullding cear out billets. We went there and
Y ig aim *off limits®, "Omly for troops of this unith,
"_% .hmwaaxdlymmung"ncmmm!
one quutimad use I felf that I hed melted swey sbout
tmtywum'durinstmm Iwas under the hotl showerse

, mka vaﬁa we mm the Rhome veliley doing .
sverything we were told we ommn't and stopping at Dijon and
Lyon where we weren't supposed to Ltarry. We were scheduled
to drive 20 miles & howr with ten mimutes rest every tweo
hourse msmnmmmmm our hours & day.
and ampod to do sowme sightseeing or ing everyibime we
sew sonething thet Iinterecsted use Byﬂukhnnmmw

SN

front we were experienced Inwopesn tourists end Imew encuzh treding

French to be only moderately chestod with each tm&t!mc 3

At the front, wilch for us was @ fow kilaueters bohzn.

the doughhoys fozxholes but well within the vange of Jight
minmam“mﬁremdenmmmim \

,\ S
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unde: direct enemy observation, we wpent the first few days
trying to get oriented to the working procescdure in a cop-
bat Zonee Things thet scomed so very mysterious end Cfrichte
fully difficult were teken as a @mtter of course by the
battle wise boys who hed becn there beforee. Little did we
realize that In & few weeks we would bhe teaching with en eir
of Imowledpe and confidence the sams metiers to the new men
coming up vho were as green 83 we were theNe.

: T was surprised to find thet the Americapn soldler keecps
hils sensa of humor even under indescridbeble, misersble conditions.
For example I remeuber seoling e foxholle in mid-winter where a
doughboy had 1lived for weels during a canstont rein emd must heve
spent the greater part of his tire bailing out the wrter thet
soeped Ine, When ordered to move forward he put up & crude sign
“For Bent Cheapeehumning Yater®. The front line soldjer's .
hma;upmtt:gﬂam 13 genuine and helps to keep up

Lout ””";g oy g ’{,’, vk md..‘i‘“u'”a higmm :
) F ank ‘ng genera a ally s hly ree
spoctod for hLis nﬁgm sccomplishments and cormon Sense,
who went up the the front to wetch the doggies Juwp off ‘n
in overy respect attired In 2 uniform Fit for e soclal event.
ag;ﬁ unshaved sergcant glenced et him, turned and
yelled &t his men "Jones, your fleld jecket is unbuttoneq®
Lromn, vhy didn't you shave this morning?” "Smith, vouwr uni=
form is dlety" "You all ought to be restricted to the barscks
for this"e 4s they welked on to 8bethe nasty work
abead, the pgeneral's fece turned slightly red, I dan't lLnow
whebher or not the story was sctually true but it could heve
been without stretohing enyone's immeginatione ’

. m_memmofmphtmearcumlymdeat’
men 1 nd pure bregearis with most of the fellows coming some=
Le « There wes one obnoxious figents wiwo tooped .

the class of bull artists. If = would llsten end being
green we 414 with rept ettention for the £irst few hours, Le
wonld tell ermmmtzgmmzamm., .
: aig‘H, and Itely. CStory book fictiam would reed like dry
statfstics compered Lo his tales. lie Led captured a house
full of Cangerous charesters single~hendedly afier throwing
hend. grenades in the windows. On Smportent mattors evem

ont lincse Although most
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from r11ling the French collaboreiionallsts and German acents
they hed selzed belore we gct 2 chapce to get some Information
fraa theme A FPrench officer, the charecter desspibed In the
precesding paragreph, asnother agent, and I decided to goe A8
we nesred our lest outposts the fellow began to set very ners-
fous and said he didn't think we ought to proceed. He begen
citing grovsome examples from his vast store of experimca.
Pinelly someone told him to shut upe I noticed thet he began
to draz behind apd finally wes a good hundred yards behing the
rest of use The pa& otfcmvunhonnodtomattwlw

crossed e fleld are vou sure tie field isn't minedt"
Someone retorted, "Find out for yourself, Wl.ebt do you want us
to do, abep on one 8o cen sec where it wes.® After thu

experience he wes & Hit shy about recounting hie experiences
when 1 was arounde

Qur venture into Ste Die wes only partieny guccossfule
mconqactoﬂtho!??laursghtamtheyletmmmenrtm
aegtapommummo:tanxiomtomtwrmm. This
scounirel had jolmed the FI'I to find oub who the sctive resise
- Lence loaders mmm .Tpaponsitle for the imprisonvent
end deeth of more then tweniy men. We wanted to question him
et lengtl end syrrenged to come Tack the next day and get hime
¥hen we roturned the FFI chief said wpon Inguiring where the
prisoner was "it's tho unlortunstes 1l'm &frald won 't be
abhtomhh.»mltnigﬁ:twmsha. ¥e dién't undere
stend youvaatedtoealk-tc hime" :

mmomm;ast.mxmmmbmm

citye First they locted the buildimg of everyillng they occuld
carry ava¥e Then they systemeticelly destroyed every lhouse in
the northern three=fourths of the city (the sourtlern pert wes

“too close to our lines end under our direct artiliery fire)e
It seems thet contributiéns from Americs helped rebuild the
town efter World Wer I. Thouch 18 wes of no tecticel interest
to the Cermens they destroyed Ste Diee out of pure spite. As
& metter of fact an officisl Accumend wes found ordering the
burning of the city. The krauts £id & very thorouch jobe I
remenber standing on € hill overlooking %:¢ place one evening

- snf wetobing the fires snd feeling & burning hatred for the

- paris rising within me which hu not and wlll not subside for
2 long, long time, ; , 8

 During comwbat when you m advancing and move into & new
tewn every other day, getting a place to live and en office in
mm work is gu.i‘a & job www‘%m“
buildings been on by our PTe pro=-
ceedure was for all of us to ru i
poeszible place ﬂ.@ing them in ny adme _ :
_of the detechment. We would then hope that we wouldn't be

mm out of ell the pleces. At cne 1ittle shot up tosm

e X
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the fellows I sent but ahead overdid themselves. 48 I
epproached the plece the keedquarters commandant, a Lt
Coles shopred me end I could tsell he wes furlous. lie said
Ywhat do mean by reserving every house in town?t I seld I
éian't }mqv, epolinized end heat e hasty rctreaty Upon .
checking I found thot thsy had reserved seventeen out of
the thirty livéble places in the village ell in my namoe
Therealfter, we had to he move discreects

For many 3ong nights durijg & long, cold end Lhoroughe
1y miserabie winter we read booka, phyod cards. and tried
to koep warm, ; : ;

. ¥We had neny opportunities to leern well tha aneaning
of thaeb phrase mad in militsry Sextbooks, the "fog of war®,
Keports of all kinds would bet very much distortsads, For
examplo, late one night the chlel of stalf called me ine
An of'ficer had reported that a civilien told him of about
twenty=ive ies In the woods nesrby who wanted to.
surrendier. were locetéd at a spot severel wiles he=-
hind our lines having been bypassed during our advance.
They were seid te heve waved a white flag to stirasct the
ettention of this clvilisn who went to Lhem snd wss told
of their desires. According to the story this Frenchran
ves willing to lead our troops to the plece and would &
errange for the surrender. 7The colonel wented us to check
on the relisbility of the civilien before sending fifty
men out to take the priseners inemwtomsmthcy
mmldn't be led into e trap.

.. We talked to the ?unehmm end found that the story
woes 88 deseribed except thet he didn't know it himself but
khed gotten it from & friend of his. We went to this chere-
cter whoe should hoave all the dope and he referred us to an=

persone Lefore we were through we hed tpeced the
story through five people. The last ome had seen what he
thourht might- have becn 8 stationery white flag on enhill
in the opposite direction from that ortgineXd¥ypointes out,
He had rot seen, d1d not tell to, end &i@ not Inow of eny
Gerren soldimrs wanting to surrender, ¥when & fuil sccount
of the effair was given to the colonel he drily remsrked
gegiu: =8 that proves that truth 1s the first cesualty inm

. Catching owr first matapongentmnotab all en

exciting events This cresture hed done some btall telking

to keep fellow Frenchren from lynching hime. Is hed
begged them to turm him over to the imericsns clalming that
he had frmportent information for us. . He haed heen responsible
for e score or more of his courtrymen§ He was peid sbout
twenty dollars per man he had dencunceti=-tlhiet 1s & pretiy
‘Mmhdhmmmwhﬂm@mwm

our 1living eonditions wvevre pretty misersble but come
to the froat line dogries we m’w of comfortse
sun,;ngt the time we wer: in artillery range of the
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enemys nce an eleven inch shell burst about & hundred
vards from the house where we were atsying and 4 ten pound
fragment landed in the nezt roome The nolse wokd we and
my roommate up. %We argued es to whethey 1t wes & shell
coming ™n or goling ouls I sald 1t had gope cut and there
was nothdne to woryy shout, !lo claimed it wes cominrz In
but his sction helied his vords for he stayed in bed in-
stead of zoing to the cellers In the morning we found out
what bed harpened and this was the subject matter for some
min:tes of gober mtmcim.

onoe Autipr January our division exdetted what the
maplm call a "steteglc withdrawal® in which we ree
. treated twenty=five miles. Never will I fm-get the ox=
pression on the feces of those French people as wo pulled
beck after having spent several weeka telling them we hed
come to staye A couple of monthe latter we recaptured the
. btown end some fo the folR in the place locked as if they had
- apged ten yeerse, The woman in whose house we had stayedm
lost e least trenly pounds. Ier dauchters, apes 15, 16, and
lv,kmdbmtmmd&g Srenches and work on the roeds for
the krsuts, Owr artillery =nd alr force hed wrecled almost
mryhmemmmmmﬁmMMupulot j
~ the bridrese. ¥e 8idn't !mn to egay when they complained
~ "™you left us holding the bag You wlthirew and theg bLlew up
our towm with bombs and shells.® Such was ihiced a mill
neces~ity but ia herd to erxplsin to people who heve lost &
of their material possessions Iin the process, I wish I kaa
& nickel for every tire I have seid "Cagst la qum':m”- apd
chanced the subject or Imrried one _ ,

: ﬂzmtowitemthamytmntwhaotcw.
heroism, and unselfishness’ that I have known of or witnessed,
it wonl® take volumese Sulfice 1t to seay thet those who éid
the most wlll protelly be the ones to say the lesst sbout 1%e
For exsmple one of my egents was out on & reld end wes bringe
fng teck & soldlier mhéeh leg was shot off when the soldler
said to bhim, "Cee, you fellows sure are rrave.” e cuoted
thet to me pointing out how truly unessuning end approciativn
memy soldlers reelly sres

Jweh of the time I wes hm, ﬁonpcnc:ent, snd aepresaeﬂ
% bmuaaxrdtxhﬁauchabiajobtodomm
so 1itile sbout 1te long periods there wes very litlle
gm in the :;yWo :luccess. (ne of the days whem
wag extreme ong ceme & promotion for me
whbich I felt was totally and completely wndeserveds As I look
bveck on 1t, during this time I was getting valushle W
m mming somewhat more then I mnud. .
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On Merch 15th the sttack apainst the Slegfried line
gna.mi e positi-m the ivietin of :nz:a
& t stuborn 0P “n ‘ vision adw
two miles. Cessulties were heavy on both sides.” n phe
spoand you see death and desiructlion everywhero--wrocked
equimenk, destroyed bulldings, desed bodles and parts of
some, gmashed pill hoxes, weery soldlers, ambulances bringe
ing beck the wounded, ragred prisoners being marched back
h{ equally tivred and ragred Americens, dezed, shell-shocked
vilians wender ng arowd mownanfully, and freed slave
lavorers heppy bul bungry end lLelplesse ne reaches the
caneluaim that wer 1s just &s bad a8 enyone ever said 1t
was, “ome pheses of it erc interssting and edwenturous bub
i€ 1is not end never will be attrsctive and glamonpuse

_one bricht efternoon dwing & rapid edvence five
of us sceidentally gobt shead of ocur troops and gob.lute
» town thut bedn't been talone We were talking to the
meyor of the place when mortor shells begam droppimg in,

. the first lendfisg esbout 20 yawds awsye Spent a few ner- .
wvous minvtes in 2 celler, 7he meyor told us & route by ;
which we ~could escope. ‘hen we tried it wo found he had
1ied to us and werwere treiypeds Reburned to the celler
but were too worried by the Lrsuts to take cere of out
wnreliahle informent, ZIater all of us escaped without s
scratch end with a 1ittle emoriezme we will remember for

Ai‘ter breaiing through the Slegiried we wore in
occupation work for o few weekse Once we treced down &
buried tressure of sbout {40,000 in gold. Once we guese
t*onedcptiasttnﬁtommthowﬂamamyoffim
in disguises On one occasicn when we were putting & pesiapo
azent in jail, the sum-n wife greeted him lumlz with
the words "Cood Yorn'ng". Che expluifed later thet he used
to work there end she was required to sey "Heill Hitlee® to
€ll nazi officielis but was probibited from saying this to
the prisovers so she would say "Good Morn ' ng® to thems Once
she forgot smd said “Cood Morn'ng" instead of "Heil Iitler®
to the zestapo cyent end ‘he cursed her end fhreatened her
with greve punishment 1f 1% hesppeuned agalme 7Thet morning.
ghe wes petling s small bit of revenges

; one mming tn April three Fed Cross girle, sn of ficer,
en sgent, end X hiked up to. the cadtle of Teeck, the place
WWM&WM'OWMMML”MG :

A3 we 2 the pla se white fky waved from the windows
_and the peoph held their hands over their heads and an

; be ve frightened, They told us we were the first Ame;-
&m hed come theres ()ne spoke perf‘oct &,_,nab
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gulded us over the plece telling us Iinteresting little ene=
tefotes of historleal Interccts Ye were a 1little frightened
wvhen we found thet the lest Verman soldiers had deperted only
e few hours before, ,

ne day we stopgad ab one of the notorious Gerasn
goldlers® "rest ceups" where ihey had et approximacely
300 womene lNome were there when we ceme but the dey heilore
we arrived 100 had left. 7The storles you have read sbout
such vlsees ls not wmsuppo¥ted propocandas :

For o couple of weeks the division wes sdvencing at the
rate 8frffom ten to L£ifty miles & Caye One evenlng in wy
office st 8 toun et least forty miles behing the front, e
German lieutencnt and sergcant wallred in, stood st attention,
saluted, snd s8dd they would llle to surrénder and hendad
me two p=88 avtometlc pletols, fully loaded end in perfect
condlifion. Thle, I cen slways say thet during the wer I

- cepbured vome fermans end will have nice 1little souvenirs
ta prove 1te §5 : vk

~ OQur srrivel ut Insbruck, iuvgtria, ended @ seven wonihs
campeisn duriap which owr division, the 1l03d, wes In the line
for over Geye, had killed end wounded over 18,000 krsutsy
end bad captured over 45,000 jerriese In Austria the people
Joy as if they considered us as liberators in the ssmo wey the
“rench ﬁﬁ: To show you that I sm not cynical I rmst state
that 1 reelly believe that some of them were probebly sinceree

Auvstypian Tyrol 1s & most beautiful placde Even the
author of Gravel guldes would be glving the truth when he
writes of thls sectore Nany of the leading naeris had fled

Lo this aree e& the allles advenced on all sides, therefore,
the work alsec wes ertremely interestingy and all this mede
everythine we had dono previously seem dull by comperison.

. Fecently I hdd the erperierce of tallking to samen
Tormerly of cabinet renk in the neri raorimes vis mobther
was bornin Americe &nd he spoke m& perfectlys e .
soumed to understand the way we ke Then asked how long
~he thousht it would take to reeducete Cormeny Lo denocracTe
lip replied, "If you try hard, you might heve @& pood chence
. of doing 1t in rifty years., I don't tiink there's & ghost
.. of a chance of the Sermens leing asble torgovern tiemselves.
- Anr less them twenty yrers." He struck me s Imowing whet he.
e 4 expeet there willl be enough to keep me busy over

-



